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Foreword

t:l | \1' llrrrlirr;,, ,,,',; rr.rv itlr':rs in a field of knowledge, especially
rtlr,,ll,\ 'irrr r,rl'rll\'.1',,rr,r:tllyltrotlucenumerousefiortstowork
.rl rrr 'i tlr,,,r, tr,.rl l,rrrrrrrl:rlrorrs. Virrirxrs perspectives develop,each
,lill, r rrrt, rrr il , rr rr ,,1 llr,' , r'rrlrtl prolrlt'tns of the field and the major
r"n,,l,tr", tlr,rt rll,rrrrrrr.rlr- lltr",r' 1,r,rlrlctns. This is plainly the dy-
1,11i' rrr,! 1i,,1,, l,,l ,,,,r,ltlt,,rr ,l rrtt i:tl llsyt:hology today.

,'\r,,,r,t, llrr . i, rl ,,r.t,,' ,,1 1r.t',;r.t livt:s oll social psychology,
llr,r, i ,,r,, ,. l,r, l' ,. l,rl, ,r, lrr,,rvl,rlt,,', I tollttirnportant,hasbeen
lrrr,rllr r, r'1,,lr,! irr .. l, rrr rlt, , \l*,'.tllorrs.'t'ltis llpproach considers

1,,,1 ,,llr tl,, 1' ,1,,,1,,1 r, rlrr.rlttt, t,l 't,t i;rl ilrtl'rltc'tion but alsO, and

I'rrr,rrlr llr, 1, i,1,,,1,,r'r, tl rr.tlrttr r,l lltc rrtltitlr stlt:i:tl instifutions
llr,rl ,,rrr trtrrt, ll, lrt l,,,r,,rllt ,r1'rrtlir';ttrl l,rtttts tll srrt'h irrtt:raction.

ll ,,. ll,, , l,r, I ,,1,1,, ttr, ,,1 tl,r l',,,,1 l,,1rrr',,r'rrl;t s1'stcttutli<: stttelnent
ol 1r',t ll,r. ,1,1',,,,, l, ,rr, rl \\ lr,, lr 1,,,ltlrr,rl. t', tttttttttit. rrrililltry, re-

It1,,,,,,, ,,,,1 I t,,.1,,1,1,, ltlrrlr,rrr. .,,,,1 ll,, tr lttil,,tl,;tl lt;tttl;lorttlltli{tlls,
.u( i r,nn,, l,,l ,r rllr llr, , l,,r ,, t, ! rrrrl 1rr t'.,,tt,tltlt. rlillr tlrr' lrlivittt:
,r., r., ll ,r'. llr, ;,,,1,1r, li,, ,,1 t1,,,,, ltrtt,t', ttt lltr-"rtltrll'.'llrrs lr.lrlk

rtrtl,,lrl llr,r,1,,r, 1,, ,1, ,,,1,,,1.,.,tr, ltt,t,,,r,,,ll\ rtttlttlctl l)'11/('ll(,1()tly
,rl '.,,, t.tl nr,lrlirlrrtr.

( rl l.rlr 1,, r,, r,,l ,.,,t1 ,,1 .,,, r,,l 1,.1,1,,,1,,1r1 l,.nr' lt.tlrl r,t;ttrl lttlltt-
ltutt ll llrr lrr.l,rt,.,1 ,1,.,,,1', . ,,1 ',,, r.ll rrl',ltlttltttttr 'l'lrrl' Ir:rs lrltll-

1,r'r,,1. rl .r r rrr'. tr,l .rr ,,,,t, lt l,\ ,1, ,t1'.lt :t', l,\ tlt:t,ltttlt'lrtrl: tltrl
, rrr1,lr.r'.t, rlltlr trtr,l, r',l,rrr,l,rl,l1 l,.t'. lr,, rl tt;rtttt t'l1lt'titrttlrrt. tlirect
,,lr,,, rr,rlr,,rr .rr,,l ',l.rlr'.lr,.rll1' ,,rttltollr',1 cotttlt:tttsotts of bclrtvior.
'llrr', 1,,,,,l, ',1,,,,,1,1 1,, 11, t,'.l,rt,'llr,'lrrrl:tttr','- Wlrctlrcl lls() ()f the book

1,r,,,',1,.', .r{ !,rrrlr.rnr."'. or l,llorvr; iltlt'ttsivt: strrtly tlf the slrort-run
pr r':r'rrl rr llr,' l.rl,,r.rl,rr 1', lilltl, lrrrtl t'lirtic, it sltould broaden the
Ir,ri,rrrrr .l llrr. :,lrrrl.rrl r.r'lur 11r'rrr,r'itlly c<llrtr:s ilrto social psychology
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.,,,,, , ,tr.rrrgtr rt,,, s,,t,,*";-:r:ffi:; or of sociotogy. It should
lr, lp lrrrrr r.rrllivirtc lris powers of observation and analysis to under-
rtrrrrrl llrr, lrr:lrrrvior of men, not merely in small groups literally be-
l,rr, lris r'yr.s, brrt also in relation to the larger institutional structure,
u,illr:rll its cornplexity and historical meaning. And the wide range
ol <:orrrlxrrutive materials included in this book should do much to
,'rrrb rury tendency on the part of the sfudent toward the provin-
<'irrlisrn of thinking in terms only of his own society or his own time.

For all their emphasis on the shaping of character by the social
structure, the authors avoid dogmatism. They refuse to be drawn
into the position, rapidly grown alchaic, of maintaining that euerA-
thing about human conduct must be explained by the organization
of social institutions, or of assuming that even difierences in the
native endowment of men n.rust be denied as a fact in order to lend
seeming support to the sociological approach as an idea. On occa-
sion, the authors do examine, compactly and fairly, some of the
theoretical controversics which have raged in the field-for example,
the long-lived debate overr the use of instinct as an explanatory con-
cept. In this way a lrlw g('rcration of students becomes acquainted
rvith these early victories o[ ttrt-, urind and is kept from unrvittingly
resurrecting some of tht,sr: corrtrovcrsies irr the mistaken belief that
they have come upon a gt:rrrrirrc intellcctrral problem. As the authors
rernincl us, such spurious prolrlt'rrrs lrrc rrsrrllly solved by being out-
grown.

Any book with a tlrcorctical Iocrrs rrrust sclt:<'t its rnaterials and
problems in terrns of that locrrs, lurtl srltt:tiorr of c,orrrse involves
omissions as well as incltrsi<lrrs. ()rrrissiorrs, tlrt'rr'Ior:, r.lo rrot. neces-
sarily constitute defects. T'lre irnportrrnt tlrirrg is to irrr3rire whether
an omission is the rersult of carclcss antl farrlty tliinkirrg or of a con-
sidered judgment that the material is not clirectly germane to the
logical structure of the book. The ornissions in this hook are of the
second kind. On some matters, treated at Iength in other books of
sociai psychology, the authors maintain deliberate silence; on some
matters, fourrd not at all in other books, they expound at length.
Thus, if they make only passing reference to the experirnents on
social factors in perception, to learning theory, or to recent studies
of voting behavior, they pay close and systematic attention to the
comparative psychology of political and military life, of religious
institutions, social stratification, and business enterprise. And they
make use of every species of social psychological data.

!'ORE\VORD xlll
llr,' ,rrrtlrors l;rI, rro cllirrt to having achieved a fully rounded

.1rrtlr, ,,r,. u'lrr, lr irrt or poratt's all the maior conceptions of psychologv
,,11,1 ,,,r,,1,r1,.1' llrrl lrcitr rrPrttt the formation of character and per-
..,,r,,rlrt1 rrr tlr. r 'rrlcrl ol sot:itl structure, Such a goal, they make it
r l,,rr r .trll ;r rlr,,lrrrrl olrjct'tive rather than'a currently possible
,r, lrr, r , r., rl [.], r, r llr,'llss, tlrcv have systematized a substantial

Ir,'rt ,,1 ll,, lr, l,l ;rrr,l lr.rvr' provirlerl perspectives from which to ex-
:ilIrr. rrrrr, lr ,,1 tlr, rr",l

lllt 1,, rl, r1,'. ,r1,,,r, ,rtl ,l.,, tlris lrook has the merit of giving the
r, r,l, r ,r , r,., ,'l tlr, rrrl.ll.r'lrr;rl t'xcitt:tnent that comes from using
llr, lr ilr, ,l rrn,rl.rrr,rlr,rr l.',lrr,l1' lltt'psychological meaning of socitrl
.1r1, tqr, lrr tlr, 'r,,rl,l ,,1 .,,,, i;rl psyr:lrology as we know it, this is

rr,, .rrr rll,r,' i,rill,lt,l,,tt, ttl

ROBENT K, \IERTON

1 ,'1111111,i,r I'rtlt i t lltl

Iulrl y,,'1',,1


