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PREFACE

OneE of the more intriguing problems which faced us when, in
October 1962, we launched New Society as a weekly devoted to
the social sciences and society was how best to tackle theoretical
sociology. Obviously, a social science journal which ignored
social theory would not be doing what it claimed to do. On the
other hand, theoretical sociology and social anthropology are
not easily put over to an audience which, however intelligent,
must include a substantial number of laymen.

It was not long before we decided that the most effective
approach, by and large, would be through the lives and works
of the leading social scientists, whom we dubbed - perhaps a
little portentously —~ the Founding Fathers of Social Science. We
bepan the first series on 28 March 1963 with a study of Emile
Durkheim by John Rex. Since then we have covered most of the
major figures of sociology and social anthropology, though
inevitably the choice has been arbitrary. Our contributors —
apart from the distinguished American, Everett C. Hughes — came
{rom the British academic world. We hope that one incidental
elfect of the book will be to show that there are more intelligent
and articulate British sociologists than some people realize.
Anyway, I am very grateful to them for their cheerful and stimu-
lating cooperation in producing the series.

| am particularly grateful to Professors Donald MacRae and
Julius Gould for allowing me to pick their brains so often about
possible subjects and contributors. The ultimate choice of both
the latter was, of course, mine; but they and others helped me
{0 cover up my deficiencies as a non-social scientist editor of a
journal so closely concerned with social science. I am grateful,
(00, to Paul Barker, who edited some of the individual articles
in the series, and to Jane Fells, my secretary over the whole
period when the Founding Fathers appeared. I would like to
record, too, my indebtedness to my father, Maxwell Raison, and
Collin Shepherd for all they have done for New Society.

TIMOTHY RAISON




