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PREFACE

ONr of the rnore intriguing problems wtlich faeed us wheel' in

October 1962, we latlnche<l New Society as a weekly devoted to

the social scienccs antl society was how hest to taekXe theoretical

sociology. C)t'rviously, a social science journal whieh ignored

s.clat tir"o.y wottlcl not hc tloing what it claimed to do" On the

other hanr1, thr:orclical sociology and sociatr anthropology are

rrot easily ptrt ovcr to an aurtrience which, however intelligent'

n'rust inclurle a, subs{-antial numher of layrmen"

It wa.s not long befr'rre we decidertr that tnle mlost effective

rulrproa.ch, try anrJ. narge, would be through' the lives and works

n,i l.he leading soeiai seientists, whom we dubtred - perhaps a

littlc portentotlsly * the Founding Fa"thers of Soeial Seienee" We

l,..,gan the first series on 28 NIareh tr953 with a study of 6r'uile

I lrirkhoim by John Rcx" Sinee thcn we have covered rnost of the

,,,,,i,,r fig;ures of soeiology and social anthropology, though

rr,,'vitably the ctrroiec has been arbitrary' Our contributors -
: r 1i: r r { lrom thc distinguished Atneriean, Bverett C' }Iughes - carne

l,',,ru the tsritish aeadernie world' We hope that one ineidental

t.il,.r.1 o{. the brook will be to show that tiaere afe more inteltrigent

;lr,l ;rrtriculate tsritish soeiologists than sorne people realize"

r\rryw;ry,Iarnverygratefultothcmforthcircheerfula"ndstirmx-
l:r I r r r1,, r:ooperation ire producing the series"

I ;un particula::ly grateful to Frofessors Donald MacRae and

.t,rlirrs (iould. for allowing rne to piek their brains s$ often about

lr,,rsrblo srrbiocts and contributors. The uitimate choiee of both

ilrt l,,llcl'was, of course, rnine; but they and ntleers hetrped rne

ld (.()vcr up rnv defieieneies as a non-soeial seientist editor of a

r,rr nrj![ s() clrrsely coneemred with soeial seienee" I arn grateful,

ti,o, t() Pilill Bal.ker, who edited sonxe of tho individtlal a;rtieles

rrr tlrr"st:rics, anri to Jane Fells, rny seeretary over the whole

;,,'ri,*l whcrl thc Founding Fathers appeared' I would like to

,, , ,,,,1. l(x), rr)y inr-lehtedness to my father, Maxwell R'aison, and

r',rllrrr Sf rt:lrltcr-d lirr all theyhavedonefat New Society"

TII\dOTTIY RATSON
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