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Editor's Note

In 1976 I rvas approachcd by John Stidolph, and
invited to comn-rission and edit a book r,vhich. in
his words, woulcl 'record English law as it cxists
today.' The book was not to be jr,rst anothcr
legal textbook but r,vould contain illustrations in
the form of photographs and reproductior-rs oi
old prints in order, it was hoped, to rnake it a

true celebration of English law and thc English
legal system and of appeal to lawyers ar-rcl l:rymer-r
alike. So The English Legdl Hcrita.qe u,as bonr.
At almost thc same time the Labour Clovernment
of the day responded to prcssures from many
qllarters and set up a lloyal Conrmission on
Legal Serviccs 'to enquire into the iarv :rnc1

practice relating to the provision of lcgal scrviccs
in England and \Vales and to consicler r,vhether
any, and if so what, changcs arc dcsirablc in the
public interest in the structurc. orrrlnis.rriorr.
training, regulation of and etltry to tl-re lesal
profession. including the arrangement for
determining its remuncration, rn,hether fron-t
private sources or public fi:nds, and in the rules
lvhich prevent persons u,ho are ncither barristcrs
nor solicitors from undertaking convcyancing
aud other legal business on behalf of other
persons.' Ily coincidence as this book goes to
press, so the ll.oyal Commission too has
completed its task and sent its reconrmcndatiorrs
to the Lord Chancellor. Whatevcr conclusi,ons
thc Royal Commission has reachecl it is
undoubted that there will be reconrmcndatior.rs
tliat will bring about change;just ho,,ni radical
tl-rat change will be is a matter of conjecture.
Notwithstanding thc existence of a Royal
Comrnission the law has continucd to develop in

order to rcflect modern day needs, aud lawycrs
themselves are contir-rr.rally adapting themselves
and their institutions to kccp abrcast of these
changes. In the follor,ving pages we have
attempted to describe the lons and continr.rinq
process of the evolution of thc English legal
system, the influencc that it has had on the
developrnent of the legal systerns of fornrer
British colonies and the lvays in r,r.hich it too has
been influenced - by the contil"llring growth of
the common law in the Conrrnonlvealth, by the
entry of the United Kingdom into the European
Economic Community and by the diftbrent
jurisdictions r.vithin the United Kingclonr itself,
namely those of Scotland (whosc lcgal systenr,
unlike its neighbours, is based on Ronran law)
and Northern Ireland.

Space has precltrdcd rrs lrorn evcn a plssirrrl
mention of the laws and lcgal systems of the Isle
of Man and the Chanr-rel Islands, and thosc sanre
restrailrts have forced both editor and
contributors to be highly selectivc in thc
treatment of their appointecl subjects. Each
section of En,qlish Leaal Herita.ge is worthy of a
book in its own right - indc.ed many books havc
been published on these subjects, some of which
are listed on pa€Je 188 for those whosc apperirc
has been whetted and wish to read furthcr.

To the contributors, the publisher, the staff of
New Law Journal and my hr-rsband, all of whom
have exercised great patience and forbcar:rnce
while the book has been in productiorl lrrv
heartfelt thanks.
Judy Hodgson LondonJune 1979

Frontispiece: The Opening of the Law Courts.
The procession ofjudges through the Great Hall
of the Royal Courts ofJustice takes place after
the Lord Chancellor's Breakfast eveiy year early
in October at the beginning of the Michaelmas
Law Terrn
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